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First United Methodist Church                                                               Rochester, NH 03867 
www.firstumcrochester.org                                                                    603-948-1179                                                   
Published Monthly                                                                                    October 2022  
Donna L. Downes, Editor                                                                         kdld@metrocast.net  

The Messenger 

Saturday, October 22  from  9-1:30 pm 
 

Please  sign up to donate on the 
Red Cross website 

www.redcross.blood.org  
or see Pat Hewitt  

for more information.  

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary  
ONE SERVICE (FOR NOW) @ 9:30 AM SUNDAYS! 

**MASKS ARE OPTIONAL** 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
Photo courtesy of Cindy Edgerly, taken in Jackson, NH. 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Dear family and friends of FUMC, 

 
I love ministry. I love seeing God’s presence in people’s 

lives and in a community. I love connecting God and peo-

ple. I love being on the journey with others building and 

witnessing the transformation of life and community. Even 

in times of challenges and struggles, if I think of leaving the 

ministry and not being able to preach on Sunday and not 

having a community to share communion and the journey 

of faith, tears roll down from a deep sense of imagined 

grief. This passion for the ministry of Jesus is what keeps me 

in ministry. 

 
When I read “As pastors, you were trained for the world 

that is disappearing” from the book “Canoeing the Moun-

tains-Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory” my heart 

dropped with a sense of sadness and urgency. It is one of 

the hard truths I needed to confront as a pastor in local 

church ministry in the post-Christendom era. The training I 

had in the seminary more than 25 years ago was more for 

the time when the church was still the center of people’s 

lives. Now the church is one of many competing options 

for social, cultural, and spiritual components of people’s 

lives. In addition, this disappearing world has had another 

accelerator for the past few years—COVID-19. The world 

we used to know in pre-COVID-19 time is rapidly disap-

pearing and certainly has taken us to uncharted territory. 

 
I must admit the sense of urgency that I am not equipped 

for the newly emerging world made me pursue some new 

training to adapt myself to the ministry in uncharted territo-

ry. I had to learn preaching to the camera, recording and 

editing videos, having meetings on Zoom or Teams, creat-

ing graphics, texting as a major communication tool, etc.  

(cont. pg 3) 
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October  
 If you do not see your birthday listed, or date 
is incorrect, please contact the church office 
to update your information.  

Michah Smith 

Vasant Dass 

Dennis Schafer 

Skip Smith 

Brenda Sewall 

Keegan Tompson 

Roseann Benoit 

Roy Brill 

Tim Hill 

Sinehan Combs 

Frank Gulinello, Jr. 

Marge Neeley 

Debra Boynton 

Kelly Henderson 

Julie Tompson 

Robert Lefebvre, Jr. 

Connor Wilderman 

Izabelle Brill 

Emma Gagne 

Eben Tompson 

Beverly Wheeler 

Jenka Wachter 

Logan Hudson 

The Directory Team would like to Announce that we 
will have an online Directory completed at the end of 
September and you will be able to access it from your 
Smart Phone, iPad, or P.C.   
 
Print copies will still be available.  Please contact the 
office for one.  
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Discussion at Administrative Board Meeting about        
establishing a Day Care Center at FUMC 

 
 

From the August 24, 1980 Administrative Board Minutes 
 
 FUMC will establish the Rochester United Methodist Day Care 
Center which will be located in the back half of the Coburn Building.  
The center will be for school children between the ages of 6 and 12 
and will operate from 3 to 6 PM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day and from 12 to 6 PM on Wednesday.   
 
 Per the NH Division of Welfare, the maximum enrollment we 
will be licensed for is 34 children.  The charge will be $25 per week per 
child.  The center will open on September 3, 1980. 
 
 The Center Director will be Kathy Sprague,  The Board of Di-
rectors will consist of the following members:  Thelma Tibbetts, Alice 
Brock, Verna Burchell, Becky DeMott, Phyllis Lafler and Jim Voyles. 
 

From the November 20, 1980 Administrative Board Minutes 
 
 The new Day Care Center Director will be Nancy Belanger.  
Board members leaving are Verna Burchell, Thelma Tibbetts and Alice 
Brock.  New members will be Kathy Sprague, Jim McDevitt and Janice 
Wolforth. 
 

From the February 1, 1981 Administrative Board Minutes 
 
 The Day Care Center is on hold until the Fall. 
 
 
 
I found no further mention of the Day Care Center in the ensuing Ad-
ministrative Board Minutes.  If anyone has any information to add I will 
gladly report on it. 
 

Kent Marzoli, Records and History 
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PASTOR’S CORNER (cont.) 
 

Since the church's ministry setting has been expanded to the 

virtual space, I had to make our online presence on social 

media platforms as important as the physical presence. I 

spend more time making “hybrid” settings of ministries work 

in which we need to maintain both online and offline inter-

actions lively for the transformation of the world.   

 
It’s natural for us to be worried and anxious about the 

changing world and of the church being in uncharted territo-

ry. We’re all in this together. But one thing we always need 

to remember is no matter how much the world changes and 

the tools of communication change, the heart of the gospel 

will not be changed. The message we always put out to the 

world is the love and compassion of God through Jesus 

Christ. That’s the reason why we are not afraid of trying 

new things in ministry. We are the ones who truly believe 

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of our 

God endures forever (Isaiah 40:8).” 

 
I am truly excited to work with you for the ministry of 

FUMC. Together we can navigate the future for the fruitful 

ministry of Jesus Christ in the greater community of Roches-

ter.   

 
In peace, 
Ho-Soon 
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Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN OCTOBER 

October 2—Rev. Becky Baumann preaching 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
  
October 9 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Luke 17:11-19 
“Pause for Gratitude” 
  
October 16 
Laity Sunday 
  
October 23 
Joel 2:23-32 
Luke 18:9-14 
“God, Our Reference Point” 
  
October 30 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Luke 19:1-10 
“Obstacle Course in a Faith Journey” 
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OCTOBER 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

2 
 

COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 

 
9:30 am Worship 
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6 pm  Project Linus 
 
7pm Finance 

4 
 
 
 
 
6pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 

5 
9am Project Linus 
 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
 
6:00 Prayer 
Service 

6 
      
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

9 

 
9:30 am Worship 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
AND 

BLESSINGS 
FELLOWSHIP  
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6 pm  Project Linus 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Committee 

11 
 
 
 
6 pm Witherell  
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

12 
9 am Linus 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
Meeting HH 
 
7pm Bible Study 
“Making Sense”  

13 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Choir  

14 15 
10 AM– AA 
Group 
 
11-1 Block Party 
hosted by NOW 
 
 
NEWLETTER 

DEADLINE 
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9:30 am Worship 
10:45 Christian Ed 
10:45 Now– Holiday 
Fair planning 
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6 pm  Project Linus 
 
 
7 pm Admin. 
Council 

18 
 
6 pm Witherell  
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 
 
7pm Trustees 
 

19 
9 am Linus 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
Meeting HH 
 
7pm Bible Study 
“Making Sense”  
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Choir  

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9am– 1:30 pm 
Red Cross Blood 
Drive 
 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

23 
 
9:30 am Worship  
 

SOUPED  
UP  

SUNDAY!! 
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6 pm  Linus 
 
6:30 pm SPPRC 
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6 pm Witherell  
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 
 
 

26 
9 am Linus 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
Meeting HH 
 
7pm Bible Study 
“Making Sense”  

27 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Choir  

28 
 

29 
10 AM– AA 
Group 

30 
 
9:30 am Worship  

31 
 
6 pm  Linus 
 
 

     

Greeters                    Liturgists          
 
2-   Eileen Foss                                                             Rev. Robert Lefebvre 

9-  Sharon and Dick Parker                                               Jane Combs 

16-  Pat Hewitt                                                                    Karen Manning 

23- Beverly Wheeler and Carl Mallaber                        Gary Leughmyer 

30-  Diane and Kent Marzoli         Elaine Menard 
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(cont from pg 15)                                           

(serious physical diagnosis (CPRS); Robin 

Stevens (healing); Pat Christian (continued 

healing); Ken Manning’s Dad (medical is-

sues); Debbie Lotter’s brother (cancer diag-

nosis);  Kevin Lindsay; Lisa and Lindsey; 

Marilyn Hartford, Seth (Covid); Makayla Her-

get; Bob Walker; Ann Moynihan; Will Krug; 

Hans Walter; Marian Veno (cataract surgery/

healing); Nick and Gaynor Anderson; James 

Lotter; Tracy; Steve Peterson 

Prayers of Healing Gratitude:             

Artie Jones; Barbara Marzoli  

Celebrations and milestones:          

65th Anniversary-Larry and Cindy Edgerly  

29th Anniversary– John and Julie Wilderman  

 
Prayers and Condolences for the friends and 

family of: Robert Taylor, Doris Lageux 

(Elaine Leughmyer’s mother); John Barnett 

(Barbara Mazoli’s Father); Parents of Dahriz 

Coldwell that passed (Dottie Bickford-

Longo’s daughter-in-law)                                               

Prayers For The Ministry We Support                          

We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family    
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Bible Study on “Making Sense of the Bible”                                                 
by Adam Hamilton  

Wednesday, October 12th at 7:00 pm 
 
There will be 6-week Bible Study on Making Sense of the 
Bible-Rediscovering the Power Of Scripture Today by Ad-
am Hamilton. 
 

Through this study we will discuss some fun-
damental questions of the Bible and other con-
troversial questions of Christianity that we 
might hear God speak through the Bible and 
find its words to be life-changing and life-
giving.  

 
Pastor Ho-Soon and Gary Leughmyer will be the co-
facilitators of the study A sign-up sheet will be located in 
the Welcome Center.  Participants can purchase their own 
books or order them through the office.  

Can you help in the Nursery? On a typical Sunday, we have 1-4 
children in attendance. We are looking for  volunteers to help in 
the nursery from 9:15– 11:15 during Sunday morning worship.  
 
You do not need any special experience for this job, just a de-
sire to make a safe and nurturing environment for our youngest 
members.  
 
For more information in becoming a nursery volunteer or if you 
have any questions, please email Kaitlin at khisto-
ry16@gmail.com, or see her after worship service.  
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The Walk to Emmaus is a weekend that focuses on God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit, helping participants to renew their connec-
tion with Christ and consider Christ’s model of servanthood.  
 
While this is not an actual physical walk, it is a journey of fellow-
ship, fun, singing and spiritual renewal. The walk structure is de-
signed to make Christ known in the world and equip the partici-
pants with the tools and resources they need to keep the freshness 
and enthusiasm received on the weekend.  
 

Men’s and Women's  (combined) walk dates are              
Thursday, November 3– Sunday, November 6 

 
If you are interested in attending a walk and would like more in-
formation for the upcoming walks, please contact either Kelly 
Hearn or Donna Downes.  
 
Protocols  for Covid-19 will be in place and will mandate with the 
State of NH.   

 
                      
 
 
Come one, come all for fun and fellowship! 
 

October 23– Corn Maze 

November 6– Game Night 

November 20– Movie Night 

December 4– Gingerbread Church building 

December 18– Yankee Swap 

For more information please contact Kaitlin Ciccarello or Alex Wilderrman.  
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Bold indicates a new addition to prayer lists                            

Please note: We have deleted a number of names on 

the prayer list to keep the list current. If we 

deleted something that you would prefer to be left 

on the list, please send the office a message.  We 

are glad to make the adjustment.    

Concerns– General                                         

Those who are homeless, hungry and/or unem-

ployed; all who struggle with chronic pain; 

those with Lyme disease; Those struggling 

with substance abuse disorder and mental 

health issues, and their loved ones; an end 

to the war in Ukraine; safe keeping for our 

soldiers and sailors; victims of Covid-19 

and healthcare workers; churches and pastors 

in transition; an end to gun violence; all 

who are celebrating LOVE; all those strug-

gling with substance abuse disorder and men-

tal health issues    

Personal Concerns:                       

Bill and Gloria Hartford; Warren and Edna 

Carr; Kitty Jenness: Bill and Carol Casey; 

Olin Jackson; Larry (Alzheimer's Disease); 

Jennifer Philips (lung cancer); Susan Lap-

ham; Christin; Meghan (mental health an drug 

addition); Baby Archie; Nicholas; Jennifer 

Carter; Monica and Richard; Dorothy Tandy: 

Jackie Saucier; Ron, Liz (mental health); 

Bradley Morgan; Carolyn Chase (healing); Em-

ma McQueen (depression); Kathy Town 

(diabetes and sickness); Sherry (strength as 

a caregiver); Frank Milinski; David Goethel

(cancer diagnosis and decisions); John Leary 

(seizures); Richard (test results); Bruce 

Smith(healing);Maddie Hales Mom; Michelle 

Parker; Debbie Boynton; Stacy Boulard     
(cont. pg 16) 
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Zucchini Bread 
From the kitchen of Donna Downes  

(Makes 2 large loaves or 3 medium loaves) 
 

2  2/3 cups sugar        3 1/3 cups flour 
2/3 cup shortening        2 teaspoons baking soda 
3 cups shredded zucchini (about 2 medium)          1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
2/3 cups water        1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
4 eggs                                                                  1 teaspoon ground cloves 
2 teaspoons vanilla        1 teaspoon salt                                   
2/3 cup raisins               2/3 cup coarsely chopped nuts 
 
Preheat oven to 350°. Grease bottoms only of 2 loaf pans (9 x 5 x 3”), or 3 loaf 
pans (8 1/2  x 4 1/2 x 2 1/2”).  Mix in a large bowl on high speed,  sugar and 
shortening .  Stir in zucchini, water and eggs, mixing until combined; add vanilla.  
 
Sift, flour, baking soda, salt, cinnamon, cloves, and baking powder.; add to zuc-
chini mix, stirring only to moisten.  Add nuts and raisins.  
 
Pour into pans.  Bake until a toothpick inserted in the center come out clean; 60-
70 minutes; cool 5 minutes; loosen sides of loaves from pans; remove from pan. 
Cook completely before slicing.  Wrap and refrigerate for up to 10 days.  Also 
freezes well.    
 
Pumpkin Bread Variation : Substitute 1 can (16 0zs) pumpkin for the zucchini; 
omit vanilla.  Increase baking time to about 1 hour 10 minutes.  

                                         Spicy Chocolate Fudge 
 
3 cups milk chocolate morsels 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1/8 – 1/4 tsp cayenne pepper 
 
1. Line an 8 inch square pan with aluminum foil or parchment paper. 
 
2. Heat the chocolate and the sweetened condensed milk over medium low heat 
until the chocolate is melted. Be sure to keep stirring so it melts evenly. 
 
3. Add in the vanilla and the other spices. If you are concerned about the spiciness, 
add only 1/8 a tsp of the cayenne pepper,  taste it, then add more slowly according 
to your taste preference. 
 
4. After everything is thoroughly combined, immediately pour the fudge into the 
pan. Allow it at least four hours to set in the refrigerator. 
 
5. Remove from the pan, cut and enjoy. Store in an air-tight container outside of 
the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks. 
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    Future Gen          

Pentecost 
 

God saw everything that 

God had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

Genesis 1:31 (adapted) 

 

Welcome back!  We are kicking the FutureGen year 

off with Creation!  This month we are exploring the 

world God created and what it means to be part of 

that creation.  We will talk about our responsibility to 

care for the world as Christians as well as understand 

that everything that God has made is good.  Our 

hope is to gain a new appreciation for what we have 

been given and to understand a little more what it 

means to be made in the image of God. 

There is a gathering for prayers on Wednesday at 6 pm 
in the chapel. Each week the prayers are focused on dif-
fered things. 
 
If you need a mid-week recentering, believe in the power 
of prayer, and want to contribute to the ministry of the 
church by praying, this gathering is for you.   
 
Please bring a prayer journal or notepad.  
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To those behind the scenes that make the outside and the inside of the 
building more spectacular!  
 
Pictured  here are Jan Keefe, Gail Burns and Pastor Ho-Soon.  
 
Pandemic Painters will be on the move in September! Watch for pic-
tures in November’s Messenger.  
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FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

You may have just come home from the 
hospital or are at home and ill, or are una-
ble to prepare meals while you are recov-
ering, we can help! 

Anyone who is in need of meals, please contact Diane Mar-
zoli  332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo  664-5552, or contact 
the office for assistance. Please let us know of any dietary re-
strictions.  We always bring enough for the whole family.  

Also, if you can help by either cooking or buying a meal, we need 
you! Thanks.  

Do you have a favorite recipe you would love to share?   
 

We would you like to include your favorite recipe in an upcom-
ing publication of the Messenger.  
 
We are looking for recipes of appetizers, main dish, side dish, 
or dessert, or maybe even a favorite beverage you have.   
 
Please send your favorite recipes to Donna Downes at 
kdld@metrocast.net or Roseann Benoit at Of-
fice@firstumcrochester.org. 
 
We are looking forward to sharing those new and exciting reci-
pes! 
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SOUPED UP  SUNDAYS                                                    

Souped up Sundays will begin again on October 16th.  

We celebrate Birthdays & Blessings                                                                      
on the first Sunday of the month with                                                                             

cakes & coffee in Hurd Hall.  
 

        Anyone who would like to host Coffee Fellowship may sign up 
        on the calendar located on the bulletin board in the Welcome      

 Center.  

                                 SAVE THE DATES                                                                                  
OCTOBER 9TH– Holiday Fair Meeting-   AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE, 
please bring your creative ideas.   

NOVEMBER 4TH– Potluck fellowship of Youth– Congregation mem-
bers are invited to bring a dish to share, bring a picture of yourself as 

a youth, while others try to guess who you are.  Time TBA 

NOW Committee For more information on the NOW Committee, please contact Pat 
Hewitt– Chairperson. 

MISSION OF THE MONTH  
 

We are accepting donations of paper goods for the                                                      
Homeless Shelter and the Warming Center in  Rochester.  

Donations of paper goods include: toilet tissue, paper towels, facial tissues and 
disposable gloves 

COME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY!!!!                                
Saturday– October 15th from 11AM– 1PM 

All are welcome to come in and enjoy lunch of burgers and hot dogs 
and games, crafts and fun.  

Enjoy this time of fellowship while learning about the church. 
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 UKRAINE ASSISTANCE VIA UMCOR  

United Methodists and others wishing to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people 
in the wake of the Russian invasion may contrib-
ute to Advance #982450, UMCOR International 
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will 
provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as 
well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neigh-
boring countries. Gifts may be made in the fol-
lowing ways:: 

*A check to “FUMC” with “UMCOR Ukraine Advance 982450” in 
the memo 

*Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

*By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

*By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance 
#982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, either mailed and 
addressed to: 

Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO                                                   
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068  

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the desig-
nated cause. 
 
The United Methodist community in Ukraine, though quite small, is 
actively engaged in assisting neighbors in need. Global Ministries is 
in touch with the church’s leadership as well as with church leaders 
in countries welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in 
Ukraine. 
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Outreach message during September 11                     
morning worship service 

-by Cindy Edgerly  

 
Good morning. I have been around for awhile and I have been 
watching you! And I have seen what you have been doing! 

 
You have been sending people on mission trips over the years to 
Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Louisiana, Kentucky, New Jersey, South 
Carolina, Western Maine and more than I can remember! 

 
You have supported Project Linus by contributing hundreds of 
blankets for many years to comfort thousands of kids from birth 
to 18 years old. 

 
You collect school supplies and put together school kits for Unit-
ed Methodist Committee on Relief. 

 
You collect food and give families Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets. 

 
You sponsor the annual Rochester Community Photography 
Show that awards the amateur photographers hundreds of dollars 
in gift cards donated by local businesses. 
 
You support the Teddy Bear and Prayer Shawl Ministries to bring 
comfort to people and families. You bring casseroles to families 
when they need assistance. 
 
You collect teen and personal gifts for United Methodist Eco-
nomic Ministry’s Christmas program and the Rochester Middle 
School. 

 
You collect paper goods for homeless shelters and hats, gloves, 
scarves, coats and socks to help people keep warm during cold 
winter months. 

 
You support the Rochester Fellowship Kitchen that has served 

(cont. pg 11) 
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(cont. from pg 10) 

thousands of individuals and families for nearly 40 years. 
 
You volunteer for the Red Cross Blood Drive. 
 
You participate in community events like Free Comic Book Day 
and Trick or Treat and the Christmas parade. 
 
And most amazing of all… When you support World Missions 
through the New England Annual Conference you help people 
and families all over the US and around the world every day! 
 
And there are so many more opportunities just waiting for us to 
discover them!  
 
If you think of something, tell someone and let’s do it!  
 
Thank you. 

     
Our Prayers  have been answered, we have a new 
Coordinator, Donna Daigle from Brentwood, NH.  
She will help to bring energy, ideas, and good 
things to our special organization.   
 

Thank you all for the prayers and best wishes to Mary Hillyer, our 
past coordinator in her retirement. 
 
Project Linus continues to meet on Monday at 6:00 pm and 
Wednesdays at 9 AM.   
 
For more information on this wonderful ministry, please contact 
Cindy Edgerly at 603-534– 8346.  

ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN 

We are looking for donations of bottled water to 
give out with the meals.   


